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LESSON MirXClI

The Positional Continuative (PC)

When dealing with Kaarze sentence construction, most students are curious and oftentimes
confused about “continuatives,” which are always located at the end of a Kaarze sentence.
Are they absolutely necessary? The answer is both yes and no. The Kanza Language for Families & Com-
munities, Volume 1, states, “Saying things without the positional continuative isn’t really wrong, but it
doesn’t convey all the things a Kanza speaker would want to convey in a sentence. Leaving off the PC
in a Kanza sentence just makes the phrase sound a bit more general, and definitely not as ongoing.
Likewise, including it really goes a long way toward keeping the subject in mind, and it also says

something about what the subject is (or was) doing while the action continues (or continued) on.”

Something to be aware of when working with positional continuatives is the PC refers to the SUBJECT
of the sentence, and not necessarily the SPEAKER. For example, if you say, “Khe ddzhi yayishé?” the
PC refers to the person moving around—the person being asked—and not the person speaking. This
phrase is not dependent on the SPEAKER'S position, but on the HEARER'’S position. In cases like this,
the PC needs to reflect what the HEARER is doing at the time.

Conversely, most sentences will be more straightforward. For example, if you say, “A"Auhega mitkhé,”

the PC reflects what you, the SPEAKER, is doing. Here, you're saying [ am (sitting) sick.

A VISUAL GUIDE TO FORMING POSITION-SPECIFIC SENTENCES

Paharle, pick a state of being ...

w e 0

A~huhega Dorhé No~péa~hi A marzheya
(I'm sick) ('m fine) (I'm hungry) (I'm tired)

' Gagoje, pick a position in space ...

B

]

Mi“khé Akhahé D] Ayihé N\
(and I'm sitting) (. (and I'm standing) Q‘is‘% (and I'm moving) Mf\‘td
RIS i ¢
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Below is a chart of the PC’s in their respective pronoun breakdowns. Note: PC’s are considered parti-
cles because they cannot stand alone.

Sitting Standing Moving
I Mirkhé Akhahé Ayihé
You Hnirkhé Yakhashé Yayishe
S(h)e/It Akha/Aba

Arninkhé

Argakha

Argaye

We
You (pl) |Hnarkhashe |Hnarkhéshe |Baashé
They Akha/Aba

Working With Positional Continuatives

Exercise 1.1

In this exercise, a kdya is speaking to you. Translate the sentence, paying close attention to the contin-
uatives, then form a response in Kaanze le. Your continuatives should correspond with how your friend
addressed you. If she ended her sentence with you “walking around,” then your sentence should re-

flect that.

1. KOYA 1: Nompéarhi minkhé. Khe dazhi yayishé?

YOU:

2. KOYA 2: A’marzheya ayihé. Khe dazhi yakhashé?

YOU:

3. KOYA 3: Arhtthega akhahé. Khe dazhi hnitkhé?

YOU:
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“Aba” and “Akha” as Definite Articles and Continuatives

Both Aba and Akha are used in Kaarze fe to replace the English Definite Article, “the.” These
words mean “the” when they follow a noun that is the subject of a sentence.

For example: Shdhi"ga abd si"ga yuxé abd. In this case, aba which follows the subject is used as “the” in
this sentence: The dog chased the squirrel.

Another important factor to note is when you use “aba,” this indicates the subject is “moving around.”
When “akha” is used, it indicates that the subject “is at rest.” Therefore, because the dog is chasing
(moving) the squirrel, “aba” is used.

An example of “akha” would be: Shimihi"ga akhd haskd baché akhd. The girl (who is probably at rest) is
sewing a blanket.

In the two sentences above, you may have noticed that “aba” and “akha” are also used at the end of
the sentence as a Continuative. The Definite Article and Continuative must ALWAYS match. You can-
not mix and match these words in a sentence.

NOTE: “Akha” also indicates the subject is present and “Ab&” can also indicate the subject is absent
(It’s already happened.)

Summary
WORD USE EXPLANATION
Aba Article The (use with animate subject when absent and/or in motion)
Akha Article The (use with animate subject when both present and at rest)
Aba/Akha |Continuative |Use at end of “S(h)e/It/They” sentence and must match the Article.

Exercise 1.2

Complete the sentence using the correct Article/Continuative

1. Shidohirga zha" oyuxla zhithe akha.

Translate:

Q: What does this sentence say about his “state of being?” (e.g. in the past, present, or future)
A:

2. Ina» wita aba wayumi® ci chéji maryi»

Translate:
Q: What does this sentence say about his “state of being?” (e.g. in the past, present, or future)
A
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Homework
P art of the Positional Continuatives’ job in the sentence is to clarify to the reader what is happen-

ing. They may seem confusing at first, but once you practice reading and using them, the easier
they will become.

Translate the following conversation. Make sure to clarify which Positional Continuative is being

used.

1. Mina~ga: Arma~zheya mirkhé.

2. Inan; Wishké akhahé.

3. Minarga: Shkérhna hnache yakhashé?

4. Ina™; Arha. Oxléxci aryachabe ta anivkhé.

Translate the following into Kaarze fe using the correct Definite Article and Continuative,

5. The boy is sick.

6. The dog ran to his house.

7. The girl ate a carrot.

8. Dad shot a deer,
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Kaa»ze Wayaje Céga
Céji | H To te B B
Doéle Carrot Noun
Koya Friend Noun
Kuje Shoot at something Verb
Narge Run, as an animal does Verb
Oxléxci Soon Adverb
Oyuxla Under Adverb
Wishké Me too Pronoun
Zhar Tree Noun
Zhivhe Slept Verb
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